


Jesus’ parents did not understand what he meant 
about his Father’s house. They didn’t realize that 
he was making a distinction between his earthly 
father and his heavenly Father. Jesus knew that he 
had a unique relationship with God. Although 
Mary and Joseph knew he was God’s Son, they 
didn’t understand what his mission would involve. 
Besides, they had to raise him, along with his 
brothers and sisters (Matthew 13:55-56), as a 
normal child. They knew Jesus was unique, but 
they did not know what was going on in his mind. 
They had to learn and observe the complex 
outworkings of Jesus’ special identity and calling 
even as he lived in their family.





I have kept the faith has been taken two ways: 
(1) Paul had remained loyal to God even in trials 
and had played by God’s rules; or 
(2) Paul had guarded and preserved the gospel 
message. Most likely, the second meaning is 
correct.

Paul had called Timothy to “guard what has been 
entrusted to you” (1 Timothy 6:20). “The faith” 
referred to what had been entrusted to Paul; this 
also had been entrusted to Timothy. Paul had 
never wavered in his faith and trusted that soon 
he would experience all the promises on which he 
had based his life and ministry.


